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Florence

Welcome to the August
edition of the
newsletter. This year is
going really quickly
despite the fact that
we are not really
doing anything!

We have been
overwhelmed with the
response for next
year's schedule. A
couple of tours are
actually over-
subscribed already!

We go public with the
tour schedule next
week so if you know
you want to come
please get your name
down now.

From the editor

Auguast 2020

There has been quite a
bit of movement on the
travel situation and we
have an update on the
virus situation and
what it means for
continental travel and
motorhoming in
general.

We will be heading
off to the re-scheduled
Peterborough Show
this weekend. More
details of this along
with information on
other shows that are
still on in 2020 are on
page 2.

We have another ‘cut
out and keep’ recipe

from Dave and this
month’s motorhoming
tips are all about
travel money.

As always, we like to
spare a thought each
month for our front-line
workers who have
been having it much
worse than the
majority of people.

Take care.

Bod (and Wendy).
Dave & Sue, (olin &
Sue, Gary & Eleanon,
Tan & Linda.
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Show diary for 2020
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The virus has done for
most of the motorhome
shows and exhibitions

this year.

You may have heard
that the big one at the
NEC on October has
been cancelled. The
NEC is currently being
used as a Nightingale
Hospital and this may

continue for some time.

Also, there is a real
difficulty with social
distancing with an
indoor exhibition.

This is a great shame
and regulars will know
that this is the best
show of the year.

On the plus side,
Warners are
managing to put on
some of their outdoor
shows, albeit with a
few changes.

Although it will not be
as big and there will
not be any
entertainment, it still
makes for a good day
or few days away.
There is the offer of
some cheap overnight
camping and the
chance to meet up with
friends after a
loooong lockdown.

Latest figures from
Warners suggest there
are over 100 stalls

The first of these is this
weekend at the
Showground near
Peterborough.

and 6000 visitors
already registered.

We will be attending

PETERROROUGH

»

and are looking

forward to seeing a
few regulars who we
know are itching to get

out in their vans.

Also in August is the
Malvern Show from
14th to 16th August. It
is a similar set up to
Peterborough so not
the full nine yards, but
still worth a day or
two out. We will be at
that one too, so please
come along and say hi
if you are attending.
There is a free squidge
of hand sanitiser for
every customer!

More info on Warners
Shows here:

h’rTQS:( /

www.outandaboutlive.c

o.uk/shows/



https://www.outandaboutlive.co.uk/shows/
https://www.outandaboutlive.co.uk/shows/
https://www.outandaboutlive.co.uk/shows/
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“The FCO are no
longer adyvising
against travel to a
large number of
European

countries.”.
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Coronavirus update

There has been some
good news for
continental travellers
this month. The first is
that the FCO are no
longer advising
against travel to a
large number of
European countries.

This means that they
consider it safe to
travel, which in turn
means that your travel
insurance is not
invalidated if you did
choose to travel.

The second bit of good
news is the introduction
of ‘air bridges’, where
there is free movement
between countries
without the need to self
-isolate in either
direction.

This is great news for
our Burgundy Tour and
our Tuscany Tour as we
feel that it is now safe
and practical to travel
to these countries.

As with many things,
the devil is in the
details and despite the
apparent opening of
borders, Austria and
Slovenia have imposed
their own restrictions,

Beaune, Burgundy.

which make it virtually
impossible to travel to
those countries by
road at the moment. In
Austria’s case you must
have been tested
within four days prior
to entry. With
Sloveniq, they are
health screening on the
border and reserve
the right to refuse
entry.

Consequently our
Croatia & Slovenia
Tour has now been
cancelled as it does
not meet our criteria
for safe and practical
travel. This is a massive
disappointment to us
and everyone
affected has already
been contacted and
transferred or
refunded.

We continue to monitor

the situation closely for

Burgundy and Tuscany
but we look forward to
travelling if the
situation remains the

same.

We are hearing
reports from our tour
leaders that things are
getting back to normal
in the UK. Sites appear
to be quite full, but
people are being very
sensible and sticking to
the social distancing
rules.

This is great news for
motorhomers in the UK
and we would
encourage you all to
get out there and
support our local
campsites after a very
dodgy start to the
sedson.
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“This has given us a
massive boost
after we have
watched this
season destroyed
by the virus. We
are really looking
forward to

bouncing back in

2021".
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2021 Tour Schedule Goes Public

We have been
absolutely blown
away by the response
to the 2021 tour
schedule.

At the moment the
schedule has only been
made accessible to
you as newsletter
readers and it is
apparent that there is
a massive amount of
pent up demand to
travel next year.

This has given us a
massive boost after we
have watched this
season destroyed by
the virus. We are
really looking forward
to bouncing back in
2021.

If you have not seen
the schedule yet, we
have attached the link
to a hidden page on
our website. As
always, some of our
tours a filling up
quickly, so if you do
want to come next
year, please act
quickly to secure your
place.

We have only opened

Rundale Palace in Latvia

the bookings for
newsletter readers at
this stage before we
go public later in
August.

Here’s the confirmed
list of tours for the
2021 Schedule:

e Four-Country Starter
Tour

e The Baltic States

e Idyllic France

e Provence & The
Ardeche

e The Swiss & Austrian
Alps

e The Pyrenees:
Biarritz to Barcelona

e Summer in Sweden

¢ Croatia & Slovenia

e Tuscany

We have now
produced the 2021
brochure, which is

available in digital
form on the website.
You can access this
from the website link
that we have sent you.
If you have any
technical problems, ask
a young person! Or
you could contact us
and we will send you it
directly.

We know that lots of
holiday companies are
putting up prices next
year to make up for
lost business this year.
We are not doing that
and we have held the
2020 prices for 2021.
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Coq au Yan: the amusingly titled recipe section
Smoked Salmon cucumber peel and add A
Lunch lengthways into the avocado.

fine ribbons. 6. Pile the cucumber
Ingredients: 2. In a bowl, toss it ribbons

with a small pinch delicately to one
1 small cucumber. of sea salt and 2 side, filling the
6 sprigs of fresh dill. tablespoons of avocado halves
100g smoked salmon. red wine vinegar, with the
1 ripe avocado. and scrunch to cucumber liquor.
2 tablespoons cottage quickly pickle it. 7.  Spoon over the
cheese. 3. Pick and mix in cottage cheese,

most of the dill. then drizzle with
Preparation method: 4. Drape and decide 1 teaspoon of

the smoked salmon virgin olive oil,
1. Use a speed- between 2 plates. add a pinch of

5. Halve, destone, black pepper

peeler to strip the

from a height,
pick over the

remaining dill
and tuck on in.

Keep in touch

We are very happy to hear from newsletter readers throughout the year. If Calls to our

you have ideas for features, questions, motorhoming tips or questions about landline will
any of our tours, please feel free to get in touch at any time. automatically

. . bounce to our
Email: bobandwendyreeves@crossingsmotorhometours.com

mobile when we
Web: www.crossingsmotorhometours.com
are away at no

Phone: 01522 861715 or 07957 745434 cost to yourself.

Facebook: crossingsmotorhometours

k Instagram: CrossingsMotorhome J
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Motorhoming Tips

Do you remember when
Brexit was all we had to
worry about? Oh how |
long for those days.

Anyway, after Brexit the
heady days of buying a
Euro for 66p seem to
have gone. So here’s our
update on the best ways
to get your travel
money.

1. Do you really
need to carry lots
of cash?
Increasingly we
are finding that it
is becoming easier
to use cards
everywhere we
go, even for low
value transactions.
We use credit
cards and then
pay them off
early. Look out for
cards that offer
zero charges on
foreign
transactions.

2. EU regulations
make it illegal for
businesses to
charge you to use
a personal credit
card (same as in
the UK).

3. Even if you use
your cards a lot
you do still need
to carry some
cash, which you

5.

may choose to get
before you travel,
or out of an ATM
when on tour.
However you do
it, you do need to
shop around. In
the UK you will
get better rates if
you buy larger
quantities and do
not be afraid to
haggle.

We have found
better deals in the
UK by pre-
ordering online
and having it sent
to you. High street
rates seem to be
the worst but can
be slightly
improved by pre-
ordering. In any
case, the rate is
always worse if
you just walk into
an outlet and take
the daily rate.

If using an ATM
abroad it will
show you what
rate you are
getting. Be
prepared to
cancel the
transaction and go
to another
machine if the rate
is rubbish. Avoid
ATMs in very
touristy areas or

®

MOTORHOME TOURS

at ports.

Be very careful
when using your
debit card at an
ATM. Check your
Ts and Cs as
some of them
have very high
exchange rates
and charge you
for the
transaction.

If paying by
card abroad
always pay in
the local
currency ds you
will get a better
rate.

We have tried
currency cards
but with limited
success. Too
many Ts and Cs
and if you don’t
use the card for
a while you get
charged a
monthly fee.
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